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CHAPTER XX. it
e e
B tealh can  MNerealy 1o«
gether aud hin halds Wure
st chad s thoughits had
Boie ke & Pash to La
nuga. Woes 1t pussibie 1hat Lsrm was
intended 1o linr” Jis put the ldrs
away fromm Lk slinost us soon we
oposived. The tHinE W8 unimasin-
alile ' Was here, (hust ba h,«r.‘
n the closs vicinity of the houss. He
mld have had no Lie o cammunis
rate with cunifederates n bandon
L.onura, At noy rate, wne safe  Then
he glanced around the room and
thought for & moment of hin own
danger. In the dead of the night, as
he had slept, mysterious fest had
wtolen ncroms Yy o n, mystarious
bands had placed thowe few words of
Ml mocking warning in that sirple |
Malng pluce’ It would havae bLesn |

Junt as sany, he reflacted, with a grim I
Vittle minile, for thase hiands to have |

atrateliod their dewth deuling fingers
over the bed whern he had  Ialn
anleep Ha looked once more out

aver the park, Nomehow, (te sunny
reace seemed to have hecome dtl-1
turbed.  The sirange sense of fors. |
hbading which he, In common with the !
others, lind carrisd about with him |
iant night had returned,

The wtmosphiere of the pleasant
hreakfast room to which in dun |
conrse  he Jdescended was  cheerful |
enough.  Lady Ashileigh h | already
Iaken her place at the * a8 of the |
lnhl- hafore o glitter': ¢ arravy of

mllver tea and coffes ecquipake. Thae
professor. with a plate In hin han L
was making an approving survey of |
the oontents of the dishes rangnd
upon the aidebonrd.

“An  Fngiish breakfast, my dear
Quest,” he remarked, after they I‘ln1|
exchanged the usual greetings, "wi PI.|

| wou sure, appeal to you, | am not,
I confems, given to the pleaaures of
the tabie, Hhut If anvthing conld mova

me 1o enthusinsm in dietary matieras,
‘he might of your sidebourd, my denr
smntor-in-law, would do mso, [ com-
mend the bacon and opws to you,
Quest, or If you prefor sausiees, thoss
long, thin ones are homomade and
dellcioun, Does Mra. Bland sthil cure
viur hams, Julin®™

“Hor daughter doea” Lady Ash-
lelgh replied, smiling ‘We aro ul-

the homa farm. Tea or coffee, Mr.
Juest?”

“Coffee, If you please'” Quest de
vided, returning from his visit to the

dohuunl “Ia Lord Ashleigh a late

Wer?

“Not by any means” his wife de
cinred “He very often gets up and
siden In the park hefore breakfast
| don't Kuow where he s this morn-
ing. He didn't even come in to seo
me. 1 think we must send up”

She touched an cvleatric bell under
her foot and o moment or two |ater
the butler appenrod

“Go up and see how loneg your mas-
rer will be,” Lady Ashieigh direoted.

“Very good, Your Ladyahip.” |

The man was backing through the
doorway In his usual dignifled man-
ner when he was suddenly puuln-'l|
an one side, The wvalet who hed
walted upon Quest, and who was|
Laord Ashlolgh's own servant, rushed |
into the roum. His faco was white, |
He had forgotten all decorum. He
almout shouted to Lady Ashlelgh:

“Your Ladyship=-the master! Bome. |
thing has hi .;.;m wd! He won't wove! |
He—he"  —
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They all rose to their feet, Quest |
groaned to himself. Tho black bux!

isigh faltered. “"What do you mean,
Willlamn 2"
The man shook hin head, He seemad

“What do you mean?' Lady Ash- a

wimost Incapuble of speech
Usomething has happensd to the v

Hinster!

They all traopad out of the room
aond up the stalrs, the professor lead-
ng the way. They pushed open tha
duor of Lord Ashlelgh's bedehamber,
In the far corner of the large room
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wis the four-poster, and underneath
the plothoes a silent Ngure, The pro-
(esmor turned down the sheets Then

lie hield out his hand, Hlis tace, too,
Wil blanched
“Julis, don't come,” he hegged.
Y1 must Know!" she almost shrisked. ‘

' muxt know!*

"Gioorge |s dead,"” the professor sald,
slowly.

There was a  moment's awful
silance, broken by a plercing seream
from Lady J\whh igh. She mnlc down
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Women's Afternoon, Street and Sport Coats of
Serge, Chudda Cloth, Poplin, Covert, Faille and
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